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INTRODUCTION: Christ is risen! Jesus is alive, and God has swallowed up death forever. With Mary
Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome, we may feel astonished and confused, unsure of
what to make of the empty tomb. But this is why we gather: to proclaim, witness, praise, and affirm the
liberating reality of Christ’'s death and resurrection. In word and feast, we celebrate God’s unending love,
and depart to share this good news with all the world. Alleluia!
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PRAYER OF THE DAY: God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive
and has become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with
Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Acts 10:34-43

Peter crosses the immense religious and social boundary that separates Jews from Gentiles in order to
proclaim the good news of Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, so that God’s forgiveness in Jesus’ name
would reach out to all people.

34Peter began to speak to [the people]: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, *°but in every
nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to him. *6You know the message he
sent to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 3’ That message spread
throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: *®how God anointed Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who were
oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 3*We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; “°but God raised him on the third day and
allowed him to appear, “'not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who
ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. “’He commanded us to preach to the people and to
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. “3All the prophets testify
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

PSALM 118:1-2, 14-24
1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good;
God’s mercy endures forever.



’Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.”
“The LORD is my strength and my song,
and has become my salvation.
15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: “The right hand of
the LORD acts valiantly!
16The right hand of the LORD is exalted!
The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!”
I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.
8The LoRD indeed punished me sorely,
but did not hand me over to death.
¥0Open for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD.
20“This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter.”
21l give thanks to you, for you have answered me
and you have become my salvation.
22The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
23By the LORD has this been done; it is marvellous in our eyes.
24This is the day that the LORD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:1-11

The core of the Christian faith and Paul’s preaching is the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. As the
crucified and risen Christ appeared to the earliest of his followers, so we experience the presence of the
Risen One in the preaching of this faith.

INow | would remind you, brothers and sisters, of the good news that | proclaimed to you, which you in
turn received, in which also you stand, *through which also you are being saved, if you hold firmly to the
message that | proclaimed to you—unless you have come to believe in vain.

SFor | handed on to you as of first importance what | in turn had received: that Christ died for our sins in
accordance with the scriptures, “and that he was buried, and that he was raised on the third day in
accordance with the scriptures, ®and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared
to more than five hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some
have died. "Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he
appeared also to me. °For | am the least of the apostles, unfit to be called an apostle, because |
persecuted the church of God. °But by the grace of God | am what | am, and his grace toward me has
not been in vain. On the contrary, | worked harder than any of them—though it was not I, but the grace of
God that is with me. *Whether then it was | or they, so we proclaim and so you have come to believe.
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GOSPEL: John 20:1-18

This morning begins with confusion: the stone has been moved and the tomb is empty. Disciples arrive,
then angels, and finally Jesus himself. Out of the confusion, hope emerges, and a weeping woman
becomes the first to confess her faith in the risen Lord.

1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that
the stone had been removed from the tomb. ?So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple,
the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not
know where they have laid him.” *Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the

tomb. “The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. *He
bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. °Then Simon Peter
came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, “and the cloth that
had been on Jesus’ head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. eThen the
other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed; °for as yet they did not
understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. °Then the disciples returned to their homes.



11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; *?and she
saw two angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at
the feet. *They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away
my Lord, and | do not know where they have laid him.” *When she had said this, she turned around and
saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. '*Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are
you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you
have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and | will take him away.” 16Jesus said to her,
“Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). ’Jesus said to her,
“Do not hold on to me, because | have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to
them, ‘1 am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”” *®Mary Magdalene went
and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things
to her.

SERMON
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OFFERING: Offering plate is on the entrance table.
What Have We to Offer?

What have we to offer? What have we to share?

Coins from the coffer, hearts filled with care.

God will not falter; so let us dare lay it at the altar there.

What have we to offer? What have we to bring?
Love, ripe with laughter; hope that we can sing;
dreams of what we’re after; promises of when. Lay it at the altar then.

What have we to offer? What have we to give?
Eyes that are wide open; lies that we won't live;
truth that must be spoken; justice somehow. Lay it at the altar now.

What have we to offer? What have we to give?
Lives .......... we will live.

OFFERING PRAYER: Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer
here be signs of your abiding love.

Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus Christ, our true vine. Amen
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BLESSING

SENDING SONG ELW 376 — Thine Is the Glory

ANNOUNCEMENTS

DISMISSAL: Go in peace, Christ is with you. Thanks be to God.
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